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Hantu the Arabis a
real star at eventing

The competition circult sees (ts falr
share of unusual horse breeds thesa
days but it |s stlll rare to meet a pure
brad Arab on the eventing track, as
Annabel Groom finds out

in the eventing ribbons and causing quite
a gtir for his amateur owner

Unusnally tall for an Arab, the 16.2hb gey
rarely goesunnoticed ng he puts in a eolid dressage
test before clocking up o cear cross country,

“People can't believe he's an Arab, They stop
me oll the time and ask if he's Andaluzian and
when T tell them he's un Arab they ask — does it
jump?” emiles his owner Sanden Betts who is
enjoylng evenring 4 second time around after a 20
yeur bireak.

Sandra met Harry, a5 he is known &t home,
while taking her BHSAI ot Bicton college

“L had never ridden an Avab and adoue 1o being
1 bit taken aback when told to jump on board
during my training — but after the third ride, that
ws it and there was no geting me off," expluing
Sandra who lawer found out he was for sale

“Everynne kept telling me [ had to buy him as
he had chosen me. He would pick me out and
whinny at me — it was like it wus meanr to be.”

For pwo yeurs Sandra resisted the tempraticn.
She had been there before and Imew what it was
likze trying to balonce ridmg with o full fime job.

“I then heard he wosn't coming back to the
college so T knew T had to buy him," adds Sundra
who works full time ps o teacher and mitially
bought him to hoack mround the lanes before
progressing to Brinsh Eventing fixrures:

*We only cormpete at Intro leve] because that's
ne far as we want to be, but we absolutely adare
it she beams.

T'm just an ordinary person with ane horse
that lives on o farm and we couldn't be hap-

er.”

The ghast-like grey is by the stallion Imad wha
carries four crosses to the sought ofter Blus
Domino line.

H ANTLT the purebred Arabian 1s regularly

Sandra Betts and her purebred Arabian Hantu out eventing

“Harry's oo sbsalute star cross country and
seems ) get his spring from nowhere. We have an
nmazing partnership and he'll always try and get
me our of wouble” )

Sandra adds: “"People say Arabs don't likke water
bt he does not bat an evelid at anything."”

When 1t comes to dressage o regular comment
nt the bottom of the score sheet reads: “Enjoy
him, he's lavely.”

“The judges tend to like him os he has lovely
paces bur he can get u bit cheeky and show off,"
says Sandra who I8 sponsored by Stop It AlL

“Tt was purely by chance. Knren Ruggles (Stop
Tt All) had been giving me dressage lessons and
she heard of Harry's plight when riding out with
flies. He gets birten so badly I had to dress hun in
fly rugs and mask bur since he has been using the
Stop It All range he ¢an bare all 1 was eo
impressed I asked Karen to sponsor me and she

did — hopefully this will give hope to more
amatsur riders thar you don’t have 1o be a
professional to get spansorship.”

At home, | t-year-old Havry shares o paddock
with some bullocks ot Richard and Sully Wilton's
{form in South Devon,

“"Ha used to get bullied by other horges so 1
moved him and he is g0 much happier now. His
best mate is Teddy, a black and white bullock but
smee one of the cow’s has had ber calf he now
dotes on them too,”

Sheadds: "We just loving having @ ball ar Intro
level. We don't gesd to up the ant as T would
never forpive myself if e got hurt ond in any cose
hie's revelling in all the attention —evervbody stops
me and says héw nice it fs to see an Amb out [
don't think thers are anv others eventing this side
of Bristol, bur he better enjoy it while it lasts.”

Many thanks to Western Morning News, Sandra and 'Harry'. www.thisiswesternmorningnews.co.uk
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